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Civil Air Patrol’s New York Wing Puts  
Rapid Response Teams on High Alert 
 

The New York Wing of the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) has placed rapid response teams on 
high alert, coinciding with the nation’s homeland security Orange Alert status, Wing 
Commander Col. Austyn W. Granville Jr. said. 

 
The teams include both air and ground crews trained in search and rescue, 

reconnaissance and communications. 
 
The New York Wing has a fleet of 17 planes and is composed of nine Groups that 

oversee 58 squadrons. 
 
Over the past few months the New York Wing has conducted homeland security 

exercises to test its capability to provide both rapid and sustained search-and-rescue and 
reconnaissance missions involving disaster and terrorist scenarios. 

 
Just last month, CAP was given a rapid-response practice scenario in which authorities 

received a credible threat of imminent terrorist activity in New York State. Aircrews from 
Long Island to Western New York, plus some ground teams, were deployed to survey 
and photograph potential terrorist targets, including power plants, windmill farms, dams 
on reservoirs, and hospitals. One aircrew also took the time to look for ice jams on the 
Saranac River as a courtesy to Plattsburgh city officials concerned about flooding. 

 
Last fall, CAP deployed 17 aircraft plus a similar number of ground teams to conduct 

sustained aerial reconnaissance along the New York-Canadian border. 
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The objective of the rapid-response exercise, Colonel Granville explained, was to keep 

the teams proficient in reconnaissance, photography, use of the Global Positioning 
Satellite (GPS) systems, transmitting images, and performing base staff functions for 
coordination, communications and control.  

 
The prior exercise tested the wing’s ability to do numerous sorties from self-sustaining 

bases; that is, to support air crews on a sustained mission without outside help and to 
ensure fast turnaround of crews, Colonel Granville said. 

 
Even though the U.S. Air Force now has placed CAP under its Homeland Security 

directorate, homeland defense is not a new role for CAP volunteers. CAP flew over 
87,000 anti-submarine and border patrol sorties during the Second World War, earning its 
members the nickname, “The Flying Minutemen”. CAP aircraft and crews across the 
state routinely respond to search-and-rescue and disaster relief needs 

 
The Civil Air Patrol, the official Air Force Auxiliary, is a nonprofit organization 

chartered by Congress. It performs 95% of inland search-and-rescue missions in the 
continental United States tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center at Langley 
Air Force Base, VA. CAP is often called upon during natural and other disasters such as 
the attack on the World Trade Center, floods, storms, and forest fires. Volunteers also 
take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to America's youth 
through CAP cadet programs.  
 
### 
 
 


